
Volume XIII                                                                                          April 2026

In this Issue :
       page

Club Officers 2
President's Message 3
Local Hamfests 4
Crossword Puzzle 5
Winter Field Day 6
Membership         7-8
Club Net info                9-10
Become a ARRL VE    11-12
POTA in the Park         13-14
Next meeting                  19
Club Calendar                20
VE Testing locations      21
Member Spotlight          22
Silent Key                      23
Intro to FLDIGI          24-28

SpringHill Amateur Radio Club          March 2026            www.SpringHillarc.org



Volume XIII                                                                                          April 2026

Club Officers 

 President
 
 K4EEB

 Earl Brannon

 president@springhillarc.org

 Vice-President

 KR4GAX

 John Hoffman 

 vp@springhillarc.org

 Secretary Board of Directors

 WA2MMY KQ4TDQ Al Mattor

 Bonnie Bloxsom W1SOX Mike Hayes

 Secretary@springhillarc.org KD4DS Dave Sweeney

 Treasurer

 K4WEB

 Wayne Boyd

 treasurer@springhillarg.org

SpringHill Amateur Radio Club          March 2026            www.SpringHillarc.org

mailto:president@springhillarc.org
mailto:treasurer@springhillarg.org
mailto:Secretary@springhillarc.org
mailto:vp@springhillarc.org


Volume XIII                                                                                          April 2026

A Message from the

 President 
Hello SHARC Members,

I would like to thank everyone who attended our March Club meeting. We took care of alot of 
club business. Our very special guest presenter K0NEB Joe Eisenberg was on ZOOM to do a Kit 
building show.

The club membership approved to replace the old Yaesu DR1 repeater with a new Yaesu DR2 X
repeater. The current repeaters that we have are over 10 years old and we could definitely use an update
to our system.

We also had a great turnout at our "Ham Radio and Guns" event. Even though it was not an 
official club event the attendance was good. See people come out when you say that there is gonna be 
food cooking on the grill :) We had a radio or 2 set up at the barn and we made a good amount of 
contacts that day. In the backyard or should I call the Shooting range many members went and take 
some gunpowder therapy.

In April SHARC will be participating in 'Florida State Parks on the Air' event on April 18th. We 
have reserved the Special event callsign of K4S.

Beside the colorful weather last month, March was quite the month in terms of DX the 3Y0K 
Bouvet Island DXpedition was one of the biggest sought after DX last month. Later in the month there 
was other DX events going on such as the XX9W Macau and S21WD Bangladesh DXpeditions too. 
The CY0S Sable Island DXpedition was also very present on the bands. The magic of working DX 
stations does not go away. 

As many of you might not know but this April will be the 2026 Florida QSO Party on April 25th
and 26. For more information please check out their website at https://floridaqsoparty.org/

There is a new website out there for learning and getting your License. 
https://myhamradiostudy.nomadicagility.com/  This is a new, all-in-one study platform designed to 
simplify the path to earning an FCC Technician, General, or Extra class amateur radio license. Go 
check it out The site uses a "Smart Study System" with spaced repetition and mastery tracking to 
ensure you focus on your weakest areas, making it a highly efficient choice for modern learners.

Have a great day, and I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.
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Earl Brannon, K4EEB
President-SpringHill Amateur Radio Club

Technician Pool Question:

What is the normal term for an FCC-issued amateur radio license?
A. Five years
B. Life
C. Ten years
D. Eight years                                                                                                        ƎϺSNᗡꓤ ∀
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How to become a member of the SpringHill Amateur Radio Club.

It is really Easy. 

1-You can print out the membership application on the next page.  
  

Come to our next meeting and see us or 

Mail in the completed membership form with a check to:
SpringHill Amateur Radio Club
P O Box 6083
SpringHill, Fl 34611

2- Online via our website  www.springhillarc.org.

Once you have filled out the application click the Submit button.

Next, you can pay the club dues on our Paypal page.

You can choose to pay online using your credit-Debit card or Paypal.

And do not forget to subscribe to our Email reflector on Groups.io 
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Mondays we start off with the SHARC Club net on our 440 repeater.

Then we switch to Six meter SSB at 7:45
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One of our most popular
nets that the club holds

is the Tuesday SSTV net.

Our nets are open to all amateur
radio operators. You do not need to
be a member to participate in them.

Slow Scan TV is becoming a very
popular mode. It used to be only
on the HF bands. Now you can
run a Slow Scan App right on

your Smart phone.

Visit our website for more
information on setting up

for Slow Scan TV.
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Becoming an ARRL Volunteer Examiner (VE) is a rewarding way to
give back to the amateur radio community by helping newcomers 
join the ranks and assisting current hams in upgrading their licenses.
The process is straightforward but requires attention to detail, a 
commitment to integrity, and a solid understanding of FCC 
regulations. [1, 2] 

1. Meet the Basic Requirements

To become an ARRL-accredited VE, you must meet several 
foundational criteria established by the FCC and the ARRL 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC): [3] 

• License Class: You must hold a General, Advanced, or Amateur Extra Class license. Your 
license must be current and not expired or cancelled.

• Age: You must be at least 18 years of age.
• Clean Record: Your station license must never have been revoked or suspended. [4, 5, 6, 7, 8] 

2. Understand the Scope of Authority

Your license class determines which exams you can administer. Under FCC rules: [9, 10] 

• General Class VEs can only administer the Technician Class (Element 2) exam.
• Advanced Class VEs can administer Technician and General Class exams (Elements 2 and 3).
• Extra Class VEs can administer all exam elements, including the Amateur Extra Class 

(Element 4). [11, 12, 13, 14, 15] 

3. Study the VE Manual [16] 

The ARRL VEC requires all prospective examiners to be familiar with their specific procedures. 
You should download and study the ARRL Volunteer Examiner Manual. This document covers 
critical topics such as: [17, 18] 

• Standardized testing procedures and session environments.
• Proper identification of candidates.
• Grading protocols and the immediate notification of results.
• How to handle "special needs" candidates.
• The "Rule of Three": Every exam session must be conducted by at least three accredited VEs. 

[19, 20, 21, 22] 
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4. Complete the Open-Book Review

Once you are confident in your knowledge of the manual, you must complete the VE Personnel 
Data Form and Open-Book Review. This is not a high-pressure exam but rather a way to ensure 
you know how to find answers within the manual and understand the ethical responsibilities of the
role. The review typically consists of approximately 40 questions covering the rules of conduct 
and administrative paperwork. [23, 24, 25, 26, 27] 

5. Submit Your Application

After completing the review and the data form, submit them to the ARRL VEC office in 
Newington, CT. There is no fee to become an ARRL VE. You can submit these forms via mail, 
email, or fax. [28, 29, 30, 31] 

6. Receive Your Credentials

Once the ARRL VEC processes your application, they will mail you a VE Welcome Packet. This 
includes your official ARRL VE badge and a laminated accreditation card. This card is your 
"license" to participate in exam sessions. Your accreditation generally remains valid until your 
FCC license expires; when you renew your amateur license, you simply notify the VEC to renew 
your accreditation. [32, 33, 34] 

7. Get Involved

Becoming accredited is only the first step. To begin serving, you should connect with a local VE 
Team Liaison. Most amateur radio clubs have established VE teams that hold regular testing 
sessions. By joining an existing team, you will learn the practical "boots-on-the-ground" aspects 
of running a session, from filling out the NCVEC Form 605 to ensuring the integrity of the testing 
room. [35, 36, 37, 38] 

By becoming an ARRL VE, you ensure the future of the hobby. You serve as the gatekeeper of 
technical standards and the first friendly face many new hams encounter, helping to maintain the 
professionalism and growth of amateur radio.
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Parks on the Air (POTA) has transformed amateur radio from a solitary hobby often confined to 
basements and "shacks" into a vibrant, outdoor community endeavor. Since its inception, POTA has 
become one of the most popular activities within the ham radio world, bridging the gap between 
technical communication and a love for the natural world. At its core, the program is simple: 
"activators" set up portable radio stations in state or national parks, while "hunters" across the globe 
attempt to contact them.

The appeal of POTA lies in its accessibility and the unique challenge it presents. Unlike a 
permanent home station with massive antennas and consistent power, a POTA activation requires 
portability. Activators must consider weight, power consumption, and efficiency. This often 
involves using wire antennas slung over tree branches, battery-powered transceivers, and portable 
masts. This "field kit" mentality fosters a deep understanding of radio physics; when you are 
running only five or ten watts of power (QRP) from a remote campsite, every inch of wire and 
every connection matters. It turns a technical hobby into a tactical exercise in problem-solving.

Beyond the technical 
skills, POTA serves a 
vital role in emergency
preparedness. By 
practicing the rapid 
deployment of 
communication gear in
varied terrain and 
weather conditions, 
ham operators hone 
the skills necessary to 
provide vital links 
during natural 

disasters when cellular networks and power grids fail. A successful POTA activator is, by 
definition, an expert in mobile, off-grid communication—a skill-set that remains highly relevant in
the modern age.
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However, the magic of POTA isn't just in the gear or the "emergency" utility; it is in the 
environment. Amateur radio can sometimes be a sedentary pursuit, but POTA encourages 
operators to explore the vast network of public lands. Whether it is a sun-drenched beach in 
Florida, a dense forest in the Pacific Northwest, or a quiet state park in the Midwest, the program 
highlights the beauty of the park system. It encourages "radio tourism," where operators plan road 
trips around "activating" new and rare locations. For many, the quiet hiss of the radio static 
provides a peaceful soundtrack to a day spent in the wilderness.

The community aspect of POTA is equally significant. The program uses a real-time spotting 
system, where hunters can see exactly which park is "on the air" and on what frequency. This 
creates a fast-paced, "hide-and-seek" dynamic that is exhilarating for both sides. For the activator, 
there is the "pile-up"—the exciting moment when dozens of operators call out at once, eager to 
log the park. For the hunter, it is a chance to collect "entities" and earn awards, all while chatting 
briefly with someone standing in a beautiful, remote location.

In conclusion, Parks on the Air has revitalized amateur radio for the 21st century. It takes the 
hobby out of the dark shack and into the sunlight, combining technical ingenuity with an 
appreciation for public lands. It fosters a sense of adventure, sharpens vital communication skills, 
and builds a global community, one park contact at a time. Through POTA, the airwaves become a
digital campfire, bringing people together across the great outdoors.

                                AA4CB Chris Bloxsom 

                              Affiliated Club Coordinator -WCF

                              Public Information Coordinator -WCF

                              aa4cb@arrl.net
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Great music. Listen to it on your radio or stream it
live at: 

https://live365.com/station/RICHEYfm-a96761 

              -----TWO QUESTIONS FROM THE GENERAL TEST POOL-----

On which amateur frequencies in the 10-meter band may stations with a General class 
control operator transmit CW emissions?

A. 28.000 MHz to 28.025 MHz only

B. 28.000 MHz to 28.300 MHz only

C. 28.025 MHz to 28.300 MHz only

D. The entire band

What is the maximum bandwidth permitted by FCC rules for amateur radio stations 
transmitting on USB frequencies in the 60-meter band?

A. 2.8 kHz

B. 5.6 kHz

C. 1.8 kHz

D. 3 kHz                                                                                                   p   sɹǝʍsuɐ  ∀
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NWS Tampa Bay SKYWARN Spotter Training
Your NWS encourages anyone with an interest in public service to join the 
SKYWARN® program. Volunteers include police and fire personnel, dispatchers, EMS 
workers, public utility workers and other concerned private citizens. Individuals 
affiliated with hospitals, schools, churches and nursing homes or who have a 
responsibility for protecting others are encouraged to become a spotter.

Agenda

  - Basics of thunderstorm development

   - Fundamentals of storm structure

   - Identifying potential severe weather features

   - Information to report

   - How to report information

   - Basic severe weather safety

More information can be found at https://weather.gov/tampabay

Any Questions please email skywarn@springhillarc.org

SKYWARN is a National Weather Service (NWS) program consisting of trained 
volunteer spotters—including civilians and public safety officials—who provide real-
time, "ground truth" reports of severe weather, such as tornadoes, large hail, and high 
winds, helping to verify radar data and improve warning accuracy.
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Click Spotter image above then create a free account.

Take their SKYWARN Spotter online training and pass quiz to become a member

Click on "Member Networks" in left hand menu, then join "Tampa Bay, FL 
(NWS/TBW)" by clicking the red X to make it a green checkmark

If you would like to be a NWS Tampa Bay Spotter, send an Email to sr-
tbw.webmaster@noaa.gov after you've joined our member network and we will send 
you information on how to get your Certificate.

Click MetEd image above then create a free account

Start training then check box in MetEd to notify local National Weather Service of your 
training.

As a backup, Email your certificate(s) to sr-tbw.webmaster@noaa.gov 

We receive a list of those who have taken the training on the 1st and 15th of every 
month.

 NWS Tampa Bay requires SKYWARN Spotters to meet the following three 
requirements:

1-Live in or near west central or southwest Florida to receive an ID from NWS Tampa 
Bay.  Counties include Levy, Citrus, Hernando, Sumter, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, 
Polk, Manatee, Sarasota, Hardee, DeSoto, Highlands, Charlotte, and Lee. If you live 
elsewhere, please contact your local NWS office for more information

2-Be at least 18-years-old. Those under 18 years of age are encouraged to take the 
training but can not receive a certificate.

3-Take a SKYWARN training every 3 years to remain active in the program

Once trained, Spotters will receive a link to download the handouts

Amateur Radio: Email questions, comments, and suggestions to our webmaster at sr-
tbw.webmaster@noaa.gov for more information on networks and frequencies in our area
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FLDIGI- The Modern Age of Ham Radio

I am sure, at some point, you have heard conversation or maybe been exposed to a
digital mode.  Most popular being the FT8 and FT4 modes.  These are mainly used to 
simply to show propagation.  However there are many conversational modes most have 
not been exposed to.  They include PSK31, Olivia, Contestia, etc.  Fortunately, there is a
free open sourced program that allows users to participate with out spending a fortune 
on expensive equipment.  As a matter of fact, if your already doing FT8 your set up for 
it.

FLDIGI or (Fast light digital) is a popular open sourced program that can be used 
to integrate your pc to your ham radio via the sound card. There are many ways to set it 
up.  I interface my radio to my PC with a usb printer cable.  I have a 991a.  Many radios 
can interface easily with one cable.  These radios have a built in sound-card interface.

Not into FT8 yet and want to try FLDIGI?  Don't worry, even older radios are 
capable of working with FLDIGI.  Digi-Rig and Signalink are two interface (sound card)
devices that are relatively inexpensive (compared to buying a new radio). Boom! your 
radio is now transformed into something you never conceived possible.  You will need to
download/install FLRIG to use these options.

At first FLDIGI can be very frustrating.  If you have patience then this is for you.  
I will tell you though, from experience, once you start doing it you will go down a rabbit
hole for hours.  At first things will really seem complicated.  The hardest thing to learn is
all the modes- what they sound like and what they look like on the waterfall.  There are 
many good websites with write-ups about this.  Remember, don't be afraid to join 
facebook groups or ask questions to fellow club members.  
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One tip of advice is to leave your RX ID (reid solomon id) on at all times. Most 
users when transmitting use the TX ID.  Its almost like an informational packet being 
sent out identifying the mode of operation.  I have discovered a few modes simply 
because I had RX ID on and FLDIGI auto switched to the correct mode.  I do my best to
always have TX ID on with every mode I use.  The ARRL has recognized the digital 
conversation modes as legitimate contacts for field day purposes.  The picture shown 
below shows you where the reid solomon ID buttons are located.

FLDIGI is also capable of decoding CW, Weather-Fax and other modes as well.  There 
are also a few modes, such as Thor, that allow you to send pictures and files back and 
forth. The mode is changed by clicking the drop down for op mode.
There are macros (shown above) you can set up for ease of use to direct your traffic to 
the station your conversing with.  Generally you would identify (your station) 
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de (receiving station) at the beginning of transmission and end
of transmission- the same way you would over the air just
every message.  At first I wasn't using the macros.  I went 6
months like that until I learned how much easier it makes
things especially if your not a fast at typing.

Not a fast at typing? No problem, because FLDIGI has
every mode slow to fast.  I have also noticed that in less
desirable voice conditions many of these modes really shine
through.  

OLIVIA 8-250 for example is 8 tones 250hz wide.
Thats less than the bandwidth of a typical CW contact.  I have
sent and decoded many messages -10 to -15db with almost
100 percent print. Like everything else nothing is guaranteed,
and sometimes you have to interpolate what the other person
is trying to say.  The more tones and wider bandwidth the
faster the words will be sent out.
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To send a message begin typing in the lower window.  When your ready hit the 
TX macro button on the bottom right.  The message will begin to send.  As the letters are
sent they will turn red.  After all the letters are red hit the RX macro button.  The radio 
will switch back to receive.  This is the easiest way to break into FLDIGI before using 
the macros.\

Download FLDIGI and try it out.  If your running into issues, reach out on 
Groups.io, Facebook, Youtube or even Chatgpt.  The owners manual is usually a pretty 
good place to start as well.  \

Hamspots.org and pskreporter.info is your friend.  Hamspots shows digital activity
organized by band and mode.  Register for a free account.  It has a tab for my spots.  
Shows signal strength, location and time in an easy to use table.  PSK reporter has a 
visual map.  

Set-Up Tips
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COM ports are assigned by the OS your using as the terminal.  There will be two 
ports assigned to your radio- enhanced and standard.  It is important to differentiate the 
two as one is used to PTT the other is radio control.  They should be the same set up as 
WJST-x if your using FT8.  Lower number is usually PTT and higher number is usually 
CAT (computer aided transceiver) control.  FLDIGI has a way to test this in the setup 
menu for rig control with two buttons.  \

The sound-card should use both left and right channels (check the box).  In my 
case I have USB microphone and USB Speaker audio codec.  Your installation may vary
i.e. digirig or signalink.   It may not be labeled USB. In the case of using digirig you will
need to install another program called FLRIG (also on the fldigi site) to make this work.

See you out there in the digital world.  73 de KQ4CJT over and out!
DOWNLOAD        https://sourceforge.net/projects/fldigi/

For more information on the ARRL

250th Celebration click on the link or 

https://www.arrl.org/america250-was
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